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A Demolition Permit will not be issued until all of the following items are submitted and approved. 

Please go to www.milwaukee.gov/permits to apply for a Demolition Permit. 

1. Bond 

a. Bond for one-time demolition must be for $20,000 (example attached) 

b. Bond for annual demolition must be for $100,000 (example attached) 

2.  Certificate of Insurance (must be approved by City Attorney) 

a. City of Milwaukee must be on endorsement as additional insured. 

3.  Asbestos and environmental survey completed by qualified inspection/testing agency 

4. Ten(10) day DNR or DHS notice of demolition work (example attached) 

5. Plumbing permit 

a. To seal sewer and water 

b. Must be obtained by a licensed plumber 

6. Signed water affidavit OR approved hydrant permit (from the DPW) 

7. Erosion control plan and erosion control permit 

8. If applicable, Contractor shall provide plan for the location and removal of any and all above  

ground and underground storage tanks (a separate permit is required). 

9. For primary structures that are not condemned 

a. A street-view color photograph of the structure must be uploaded to the documents  

of your demolition permit. No Google photos allowed. 

b. The address and date of photograph must be clearly labeled on the picture 

c. These structures will go through historic review (if in an historic area) 

d. Year built 

e. Dimensions (square footage of area to be disturbed by demolition) 

10. If the property was built in 1929 or earlier, and not a commercial building, you will need to fill out a 

deconstruction form. (The decon ordinance is now suspended from February 2019 - March 2020).  

The forms for this can be found at www.milwaukee.gov/decon. 

Condemnation Policy for Moving Raze Permits from OPEN Status to IN PROGRESS Status: 

This will apply for properties that are not condemned, therefore they will need a 16-working day hold. This 

hold is meant to give adequate notice to certain sections, offices and the public that a property is being 

razed. There are two items we will need to progress from OPEN Status to IN PROGRESS Status and to 

start the 16-working day hold letter:  

1. A current street view photo of the property uploaded into the documents of the raze permit. No google 

photos or real estate photos allowed. This is to be done by the contractor. 

2. The permit is to be paid in full. 

When all of the above items are obtained, a demolition permit may be applied for. If the structure being 

removed is a primary structure that is not condemned, the demolition permit will be issued 16 working days 

from the date that the photo was uploaded into the documents. If the building is on the National Historic 

Register or has local historic designation, the permit will be issued 30 calendar days from the date of the 

photo to be uploaded into the documents. Please note that contractors are responsible for all documents 

being uploaded into their demolition permit. All permit fees must be paid before the permit will be issued. 

Application for Demo Permits 
(Voluntary) 
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City ordinances require control of on-site erosion for all 
construction and filling activities. Erosion must be 
controlled by: 

• Preserving, to the extent possible, existing
vegetation.

• Properly installing and maintaining erosion control
measures.

• Immediately cleaning adjacent streets and
sidewalks of tracked sediment.

Required erosion control measures 
For sites less than one acre, applicants must submit a 
simple map and statement to briefly describe the site 
and erosion controls, including the site development 
schedule, that will be used to meet the requirements of 
City ordinance. 

For sites greater than one acre, applicants must submit 
four sets of plans, a statement of operation, and project 
schedule, all in accordance with Ch. 290-9-1 of the 
Milwaukee Code of Ordinances. 

Tracking 
Each site shall have graveled roads, access drives and 
parking areas of sufficient width and length to prevent 
sediment from being tracked onto public or private   
roadways. Any sediment reaching a public or private 
road shall be removed by street cleaning, other than 
flushing, immediately. 

Certification 
The erosion control certification (below), signed by the  
individual responsible for maintaining erosion control at 
the site, must be submitted before the permit is issued.  

Performance deposit 
A performance deposit equal to $0.50/SF of disturbed 
area shall be provided as a condition of permit issuance. 
The deposit may be in the form of an irrevocable letter   
of credit, bond, or certified check. The minimum deposit 
is $500.   

It will be returned upon successful completion of the 
project. Deposits are not required for projects involving 
one- and two-family homes. 

Enforcement 
Enforcement provisions are included in section 290-15, 
Milwaukee Code of Ordinances. 

Erosion Control 
Certification 

Permit & Development Center
809 N. Broadway, Milwaukee, WI 53202    |    (414) 286-8210    |    milwaukee.gov/permits    |    DevelopmentCenterInfo@milwaukee.gov

Erosion control certification 

Address of parcel(s) 

Disturbed land area SF LMS ID# 

Owner/agent 

Address 

Phone  Fax  Email 

As owner or agent I certify that I understand the conditions of this statement and that I will comply with the provisions of Ch. 290 Milwaukee 
Building and Zoning Code as required to mitigate construction site erosion. I acknowledge all enforcement correspondence will be sent to me. 

Signature   Date 



 

 
 
 
Local, State and Federal laws require that 
erosion and the resulting sediment be controlled 
during construction activities.   Plans submitted 
for new construction, additions, parking lots, and 
other projects involving earth-disturbing 
activities must include a plan indicating what 
erosion control measures will be used during the 
construction project.  These plans are reviewed 
for substantial compliance with State and City 
requirements.   
 
Submitting plans for review 
Erosion control plans must be submitted to the 
Development Center along with the plans 
submitted for construction permit review.  Plan 
submittal is done on an appointment basis.  Call 
(414) 286-8210 to set up the review 
appointment.   
 
Submittal requirements 
The following items must be submitted for the 
plan review: 
 
 Four (4) copies of the erosion control 

plan.  This plan should include the 
construction schedule, and identify all 
erosion control measures that are to be used 
to prevent sediment from leaving the 
construction site.  The plan should include 
site topography, illustrate drainage systems 
and patterns, and show the location and 
dimensions of all land disturbing activities 
and stockpiles. 

 The Erosion Control Certification must be 
completed and signed. 

 Plan examination fees  ($110 for sites less 
than 1 acre, $165 for sites of one acre or 
greater)  

 
An incomplete submittal may delay the review 
process. 
 
Plan review and permit 
During the plan review, the plan examiner will 
complete the permit application and, in some 
cases, produce a plan review letter citing the 

significant code issues that may not have been 
adequately addressed on the construction 
documents. 
 
When the plan review is completed, the applicant 
will be contacted by the Development Center and 
told that the permit is ready.  The applicant will 
also be informed of the permit fee.  The 
applicant may sign the permit application, pick 
up the approved plans, and pay the fee from 8:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday at the 
Development Center.  
 
The permit is issued only after the applicant has 
submitted an erosion control performance 
deposit equal to $0.50 per square foot of 
disturbed area.  The deposit is held until the 
construction inspector has determined that the 
site is stabilized and the deposit may be released.  
The deposit may be in the form of: 

 An irrevocable letter of credit 
 A performance bond 
 A cashier’s check 

 
The requirement for an erosion control 
performance bond may be waived for 
construction of one- and two-family homes.  
 
Permit conditions 
 
Erosion control permits are issued subject to 
several conditions, including the following: 
 The assigned inspector must be notified within 

48 hours of beginning any land disturbing 
activity. 

 The inspector must be notified of completion 
of control measures within 14 days.   

 Erosion control measures must be inspected 
and repaired weekly and after each rain 
totaling one-half inch or more. 
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Erosion control during construction 
















































